
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



SHORTER ARTICLES AND CORRESPONDENCE 
DEGENERATION ACCOMPANYING INBREEDING 

It seems now generally conceded that inbreeding per se is not 
injurious but that when a similar defect in the germ plasm comes 
from both sides of the family the children do not rise in respect 
to this character above the parental level. The effect of close 
inbreeding in small isolated communities is, at any rate, always 
interesting, and affords an excuse for the following note, based 
on facts gleaned from a letter sent me by Rev. H. East, a mis- 
sionary whose headquarters are at Haka, Chin Hills, Burmah. 

Rau Vau village has been isolated for about seven generations. 
It contains about sixty houses and possibly two hundred inhabit- 
ants. Of these ten are idiots, many are dwarfs and some hydro- 
cephalic. A number of cases of syndactylism and brachydactyly 
occur. Mr. East was not able, offhand, to state how these pecul- 
iarities are inherited, but it is to be hoped that he will be able 
to report on this subject later. Certainly, heredity in such a 
community deserves careful attention. 

C. B. Davenport. 

A NOTE OP THE PRAIRIE-DOG OWL WHICH RE- 
SEMBLES THE RATTLESNAKE'S RATTLE 

In looking over an earlier number of the American Nat- 
uralist 1 I find a note under this head by P. B. Loomis in which 
he describes a note of the adult burrowing owl which so closely 
resembled the rattle of a rattlesnake that not only the members 
of his party, but their horses as well, were deceived. 

... it alighted and began a third rattle; and this time all saw its 
stretched neck, bulging eyes, open beak and vibrating tongue. The 
whole appearance of the bird indicated assurance that it would thus 
frighten off any enemy; and it certainly deceived the four plain-bred 
horses, as well as the men, all of whom had for weeks been familiar 
with rattlesnakes, and two of them for years. 

This reminds me that about sixteen years ago I made some 
observations on the same subject. It is particularly interesting 
1 Am. Nat., Vol. XLI, pp. 725-726, 1907. 
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